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Marty the zebra ran throug 
jungle. It was beautiful. Wide . 
the wind in his mane... what more coulda | 
zebra want? 


Suddenly a loud voice startled Marty. It was 
Alex the lion wishing him a happy birthday. 
Marty looked around. He wasn’t in the wild. 
He was home — at the zoo. He’d just been 
staring at his mural and daydreaming. 
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“Every year it’s the same old thing,” Marty 
sighed. “I’m bored.” 

Alex suggested that he try a new routine in 
his zoo act, and find a way to keep it fresh. 
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Even though Marty had changed his act, he 
still felt restless. The only excitement was 
when some penguins suddenly popped up in 
his enclosure. 


“What are you doing?” Marty asked. 

“We're escaping to the wild,” said a penguin. 
“The wild? You can really go there? I thought 
it was just a dream,” said Marty. 
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That night Marty 
blew out the candle 
on his cake. 


“What did you wish a ee Gloria the 


hippo. 
“I wished I could g0 to the wild!” Marty nid 


“That’s crazy!” cried Melman the a “It’s 
scary and full of germs!” 
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“Marty, you’re my best friend,” said Alex. “Are 
you going to go to the wild and leave all your 
friends behind?” 

Later that night, Marty had an idea. He 
would explore the city, take a train to the 
wild, and be back in the morning. 
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Back at the zoo, Marty’s friends discovered 


that he was missing. 
“What do we do?” cried Melman. 


Alex, Gloria, and Melman ventured into the 
subway to search for their missing friend. 
The people on the subway were scared to 
see a lion, a hippo, and a giraffe riding right 
beside them. The zoo friends didn’t notice. 
They were too busy looking for Marty. 
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No one could find Marty. 
“Where could he be?” Alex wondered. 


Just then, Marty surfed in on the backs of 
two dolphins. 


“From now on you stay on that side of the 
island! This side is for those of us who love | 
New York and want to go home,” said Alex, 
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Alex felt left out. He missed his friends. 
“I'm sorry I blamed you,” Alex apologized to 
Marty. “Do you think I can come to the fun 
side, too?” 

“Sure,” Marty said. “There’s always room for 
one more.” | 


30 


ene qn 


That night the four friends sat by the fire, 
eating seaweed on a stick. 


It wasn’t very tasty, but it was fun to be 
together again. 


The next day Alex saw something that he 
wanted to show Marty. 

“Look at this view!” Marty cried. “It’s just like 
my mural at the zoo!” 

Gloria, Alex, and Melman looked out at the 
view. It was beautiful. Maybe they could get 
used to the wild after all. 
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When Marty the zebra escapes from the zoo and heads 
for the 'wild," things don't go as he planned. Instead he 
and his friends end up shipwrecked on Madagascar. 
Can this city zebra survive and thrive in the wild? Or 
will he start to miss the bright lights of the big city? 
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